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 INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 
 

STANDARDIZATION MANAGEMENT BOARD 
 

SUBJECT 
Updated Terms of Reference for SMB Strategic Groups and Advisory Committees  

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Further to SMB Decision 167/5, the Terms of Reference for Advisory Committees (clause 2.3) 
have been updated as attached. 
 
SMB Decision 167/5 – Nomination process in Advisory Committees 
SMB decided that more than one TC/SC/SyC representative per Advisory Committee should be 
the exception and will require a justification. The QP will indicate if more than one TC/SC/SyC 
representative is proposed and provide the justification. 
SMB further asked Advisory Committees to issue calls for National Committee experts to all 
National Committees once such a position becomes vacant. 
 
References to ACART (disbanded) have also been removed. 
 
Note: changes appear under 2.3 and 2.4. 
 
Annex A: Terms of Reference for SMB Strategic Groups 
Annex B: Terms of Reference for SMB Advisory Committees 
 

 
ACTION 
 
SMB members are invited to note the update. 
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ANNEX A – TERMS OF REFERENCE SMB STRATEGIC GROUPS 
 
SMB Strategic Groups 
 
The SMB (Standardization Management Board) establishes SGs (Strategic Groups) to look 
into new initiatives for IEC work in a specific domain and develop proposals by:  
 
- Analyzing market and industry developments in its area, 
- Identifying the TCs (technical committees) and SCs (subcommittees) concerned, 
- Analyzing the current level of TCs/SCs (technical committees/subcommittees) activities 

and identify where future activity is required, 
- Defining a structure for the coordination of cross TC/SC work, where required, 
- Monitoring TC/SC work to highlight any overlap of work or potential inconsistencies. 

 
SGs comprise a Convenor and members who are knowledgeable in the relevant field of 
activity. The members are nominated and approved by the SMB. Experts/guests may also be 
invited to meetings for specific subjects at the discretion of the Convenor. 
 
There are no fixed rules regarding how many members are allowed for SGs, other than the 
general expectation that SGs need to be small enough to communicate and operate effectively. 
The members will be proposed by the SMB members and the complete membership endorsed 
by SMB.  
 
The Convenor shall be an expert from the appropriate field with qualifications and is endorsed 
by the SMB.  
Secretariat and administrative support is provided by IEC Central Office. 
 
As a general principle, SGs are not to be populated with TC/SC or SyC representatives, but 
instead are asked to collaborate and communicate with the TC/SCs and SyCs in their domain 
of work through meetings, workshops, fora, etc. 
There is no provision for alternates or internal liaisons. A member unable to participate in a 
meeting may propose a replacement and the Convenor may invite guests, as needed. 
 
Setting up of SGs 
 
The SGs are set up to provide general guidance to the SMB on new strategic areas of activity 
for the IEC. Each SG should have: 
- a clear succinct title  
- a scope defining the area of activity of the SG and listing the activities that will be carried 

out by the SG (effectively a work programme); 
- a nominative list of members  
- a list of deliverables, with estimated target dates for each of the deliverables; 
- a date by which it is estimated that the work of the SG will be completed. 
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ANNEX B – TERMS OF REFERENCE SMB ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
 

Advisory Committee on Environmental Aspects (ACEA) 
Advisory Committee on Electromagnetic Compatibility (ACEC) 
Advisory Committee on Safety (ACOS) 
Advisory Committee on Electricity Transmission and Distribution (ACTAD) 
Advisory Committee on Energy Efficiency (ACEE) 
Advisory Committee on Information Security and Data Privacy (ACSEC) 
 
1. Terms of reference 

1.1 Role 
 The role of an SMB Advisory Committee is to advise, guide and coordinate IEC work, 

under the auspices of the SMB, relating to, ACEA, ACEC, ACEE, ACOS, ACSEC  and 
ACTAD, with the aim of ensuring consistency. 

1.2 Scope 
ACEA deals with all aspects of the protection of the natural environment against 
detrimental impact from a product, a group of products or a system which uses 
electrical technology including electronics and communications. EMC aspects are 
excluded, which are not specific to a single IEC TC. It may also have to deal with 
broader environmental issues which concern several technical committees. 

 ACEC deals with the coordination activities related to electromagnetic emission of, 
coupling of, and immunity to disturbances. ACEC activities cover: 
- definitions; 
- test instrumentation; 
- methods of measurement; 
- requirements and limits; 
- codes of practice; 
- characterization and classification of the electromagnetic environment. 

 ACEE deals with energy efficiency matters which are not specific to one single 
technical committee of the IEC. It coordinates activities related to energy efficiency. 
ACEE is responsible for the assignment of horizontal energy efficiency aspects and 
requirements. ACEE provides guidance for implementation in a general perspective 
and for specific sectors. It encourages a systems perspective for the development of 
standards for energy efficiency and provides support for system considerations. 

 ACOS deals with safety matters which are not specific to one single technical 
committee of the IEC. It may also have to deal with broader safety issues which 
concern several technical committees. ACOS is responsible for the assignment of 
horizontal safety functions and group safety functions, subject to confirmation by the 
SMB. 

 Note: for the definition of safety, refer to ISO/IEC Guide 51. 

 ACSEC deals with information security and data privacy matters which are not specific 
to one single technical committee of the IEC. It coordinates activities related to 
information security and data privacy, and provides advice to the SMB on those 
subjects. 
ACSEC provides guidance to TC/SCs for implementation of information security and 
data privacy in a general perspective and for specific sectors. 
ACSEC also provides a venue for exchanging information between the IEC and other 
standards developing organizations relevant to ACSEC’s scope. 
ACSEC follows closely research activities and trends in Academia. 
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ACTAD deals with all matters concerning electricity transmission and distribution (T&D) 
which concern, or may potentially concern, more than one TC or SC. It may also have 
to deal with emerging broader subjects that may impact the T&D industry and IEC 
technical committees. ACTAD’s responsibilities include:  

 to recommend standardization activities and their relative importance in order to help 
TCs/SCs in their development; 
- to identify technologies to be standardized in order to guide TCs/SCs in taking into 

account market needs; 
- to advise the SMB in the coordination of TC/SC activities so as to improve their 

effectiveness.  

1.2.1 Advisory Committees provide a forum for the discussion of problems of mutual interest 
between the representatives of technical committees having considerable interest in 
the scope of the Advisory Committee as part of their normal work. 

1.2.2 Advisory Committees take into account the needs of conformity assessment, including 
the IEC’s Conformity Assessment Systems. 

1.2.3 Advisory Committees may provide assistance to IEC Central Office in the preparation 
of brochures, workshops, web pages and other forms of documentation.  

1.3 Reporting 
 Advisory Committees report to the Standardization Management Board (SMB) 

2. Composition  

2.1 Chairmanship 
The Chairs of Advisory Committees are nominated by the members of the Advisory 
Committee and appointed by the SMB. The initial term of office of a Chair is 3 years. 
Two extensions, each of 3 years, may be approved by the SMB. 

2.2 Members 
There are no fixed rules regarding how many members are allowed for ACs. Members 
shall be approved by the SMB. 
The members of the Advisory Committee are either representatives of the TC/SCs or 
SyCs concerned or experts appointed by the SMB, with an objective of a maximum of 
1/3 of experts appointed by the SMB. 

2.3 TC/SC/SyC representatives  
 The representatives of TCs, SCs or SyCs concerned by the work of the Advisory 

Committee are nominated by the TC/SC/SyC officers and supported by the 
TC/SC/SyC P members before their names are submitted to the SMB for approval. 
 More than one TC/SC/SyC representative per Advisory Committee should be the 
exception and will require a justification. The QP will indicate if more than one 
TC/SC/SyC representative is proposed and provide the justification. 

2.4 Experts 
Each expert shall be nominated by their National Committee and be knowledgeable 
in the field of the Advisory Committee concerned. In nominating and appointing 
members, consideration should be given to regional balance as well as technical 
background. 
Advisory Committees shall issue calls for National Committee experts to all National 
Committees once such a position becomes vacant. 
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2.5 Term of office 
The initial term of office of all members is 3 years. Up to two extensions, each of 3 
years, with the support of the nominee’s TC/SC/SyC or NC, may be approved by the 
SMB. The terms of office should be staggered where possible. 

2.6 Guests 
Guests can be invited by the Chair to collaborate on specific topics. 
Other TC/SC/SyCs, and other organizations, may be invited by the Chair to designate 
representatives to attend meetings, as appropriate. 
There is no provision for alternates or internal liaisons. A member unable to participate 
in a meeting may propose a replacement and the Chair may invite guests, as needed. 

2.7 Secretariat 
 The secretariats of Advisory Committees are held by the IEC Central Office. 
 A current list of members will be maintained and made available on the IEC website. 

3. Working Methods  

3.1 The Advisory Committee meets as and when necessary. As much of the work as 
possible should be carried out by correspondence and discussion between those 
persons directly concerned with a given issue. 

3.2 The Chair may exceptionally invite guests to participate in a meeting. 

3.3 Documents which are prepared under the auspices of the Advisory Committee for 
publication are submitted to the SMB. The SMB may then either: 
- transfer them to an appropriate technical committee/subcommittee, or  
- submit them to all National Committees. 

 In both cases, the procedures given in the IEC/ISO Directives, such as submission for 
comments and final approval, are followed. 

3.4 Close liaison is maintained with other technical committees concerned. 

3.5 When necessary, the Advisory Committee, with the agreement of the SMB may set up 
working groups to recommend solutions to specific problems of coordination and 
organization. 

4. Rules and Procedures 

4.1  The Advisory Committees report to the SMB. However, the Advisory Committees may 
provide advice (but not formal recommendations) to TC/SCs, within the scope of their 
terms of reference, following discussions with the TC/SCs concerned. Formal 
recommendations may only be made to SMB. 

4.2 An Advisory Committee may deal with an issue if: 
 (a) it has received a mandate directly from the SMB; or 
 (b) it has received a request from two or more TC/SCs for a matter that concerns 

them jointly; or 
 c) the Advisory Committee has identified a problem. In this case, the Advisory 

Committee shall seek a mandate from the SMB. 
 All relevant TCs must be consulted before any recommendation is made to the SMB.  

This is particularly important for TC/SCs which are not represented in the Advisory 
Committee. 

4.3 Advisory Committees may maintain informal contacts with relevant outside 
organizations, other than those identified in these Terms of Reference, where they 
perceive a need to do so. Such contacts shall always be notified to the SMB. 


